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Mend your speech a little, lest you may mar 
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As Others Hear Us 


By DR. MERLE ANSBERRY 


Arizona Beta 


Forensic endeavor has probably been described many times as being 
both an art and a science. Our own Greek phrase Peitho Kale Dikaia, 
as we all know, signifies ‘‘ 


The art of persuasion, beautiful and just.’’ 
At the same time, logic, or the science of argument is of equal import- 


ance. Further, we must bear in mind 
that neither the art nor the science of 
argument can succeed unless the instru- 
ments of speeech—voice and language 
are adequate. How often have we seen 
the perfect argument fail because of a 
poor agent of presentation! How often 
have we seen the persuasive speech fail 
beeause of inadequate language or in- 
appropriate voice ! 

We are not here concerned with the 
logie of speaking, important as that is, 
but our problem is that which is more 
particularly designated by the name of 
our organization—the art of speech. 
Must not anything claiming the title of 
an art be in and of itself beautiful? 
Would all the speakers in our organiza- DR. MERLE ANSBERRY 
tion be classed as individuals with speech 
which is beautiful? Obviously not! Perhaps the speech of our breth- 
ren is superior to that of the average collegian. Perhaps what is to 
follow does not apply to many of us. Perhaps we are somewhat above 
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the common level of slovenly speech, poorly produced and lazily ar- 
ticulated. But some of us do have speech which is deficient—which 
is not the best that we can produce. What, in general, may we sa) 
are the chief faults, the most common ones, which occur among us? 

Quite naturally we have very few Pi Kappa Deltans who suffer 
from major disorders of speech. In my opinion probably the most 
common of all faults which do occur among intercollegiate speakers 
is that of an excessive rate of speech. Many speakers seem to feel 
that quantity is far more important than quality. They feel that it 
is necessary to say everything that has ever been said concerning 
the particular point. Apparently it matters little whether or not the 
audience can follow this amazing speed of utterance. Occasionally it 
may be of interest to hear a Walter Winchell or a Floyd Gibbons on 
the forensic platform, but normally the average audience would rath- 
er be able to follow the trend of thought than to marvel at the ar- 
ticulatory dexterity of the speech exhibitionist—for such he is. Who 
is more likely to be successful in persuasion—the speaker who pro- 
duces a super-abundance of words, half of which are unintelligible 


to his listeners, or the speaker who produces a mere sufficiency of 


words, each of which is intelligible?) The answer is self-evident. It 
has been said that words make thoughts clear only up to a certain 
point—beyond that they confuse the issue. Certainly the members 
of an audience do not pay attention to a speaker for long when that 
listening calls for too much effort on their part. 

Duriag the last debating season we reeorded the voices of all of 
our debaters in an attempt to show them how they appeared to others. 
Later, in transeribing one recorded intercollegiate debate most of us 
were astonished to find that one speaker used approximately twice the 
number of words used by his colleague in the same length of time. 
That in itself would have been unimportant except that in order to 
understand what was being said by this speaker it was necessary to 
stop the record and replay it at the end of every two or three min- 
utes—and even then some words were unintelligible. These words 
were muffled, endings were missing, polysyvllabie words were muti- 
lated and telescoped. Yet in actually listening to the individual as 
he spoke, one did not realize how much was being missed—how few of 
the points mentioned were actually understood by the listener be- 
cause of this rapidity of speech. Have not most of us been told by 
a judge that we should have stressed—or at least mentioned—some 
particular point in a debate—and we had mentioned it? Could it 
have been possible that we were speaking too rapidly for our listeners 
to follow? 

Some of us are of a nervous temperament which tends to make us 
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speak quite rapidly, but most of us do this for no reason except care- 
lessness or thoughtlessness. We do not realize that by this amazing 
speed we are harming rather than aiding our cause. We do not 
realize that soon our audience begins to tire of the mental gymnastie¢s 
which are needed to keep pace with us and no longer put forth that 
effort. 

What shall be done about this problem? Often it is futile to ask 
those who are familiar with your mode of speaking to comment upon 
your rate. As one becomes more and more accustomed to the manner 
of speaking employed by an individual, it becomes easier to under- 
stand him despite his speed of utterance. Consequently your col- 
leagues or your coach may have become accustomed to your speed 
and have little difficulty in following your arguments—but what of 
the audience or unfamiliar judge who is hearing you for the first 
time? Probably the best check upon your method of speaking is to 
have a record made as you actually engage in speaking. Then play it 
back and find how easily or with what difficulty you are understood 
by someone not too familiar with your type of speech, or even by you 
yourself. If this recording is impossible, count the actual number of 
words you use in a given period of time and compare that number 
with the rate of some other person whose speech is instantly intelli- 
gible. This may be accomplished by having a stenographie report 
made of one of your speeches. When you find that you are speaking 
too rapidly, consciously and deliberately decrease your rate. Do not 
insist that you are the exception who can continue his worship of 
speed. Naturally it is more difficult to say as much in fewer words— 
and that is what you will have to do if you decrease your rate. Yet, 
is mere verbosity the mark of an accomplished speaker ? 

A good many other faults in speaking seem to be closely allied with 
this excessive rate of production which characterizes the speech of so 
many of our debaters. One of the most common—and one which we 
can note in almost any intercollegiate debate—is that rise in the pitch 
of the voice which turns an acceptable voice into one to which it is 
exceedingly uncomfortable to listen. If you are one whose voice is 
immediately affected by excitement, if you are of those who become 
extremely aggressive in debate, if you are tensed by the contest, you 
should pay conscious attention to the pitch of voice you use in speak- 
ing. While it should be understood that all high pitched voices are 
not just the result of this rapid, tense speech, a good many of them 
among debaters can be so characterized and would react very favor- 
ably to a lessening of the rate of speech and a deliberate program 
of relaxation. 

What may or may not be another companion of rapid speech and 
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high pitch is that type of nasality which often characterizes the 
speaker of the Southwest—but at Topeka we found that we were not 
alone in this fault. We have all heard the high, nasal whine of the 
cireus barker—which may or may not be appropriate--but among in- 
tereollegiate speakers this type of speech has little place. Again, in 
most instances, it is nothing more than habit. As you all know, the 
velum must close, or as some authorities suggest, very nearly close, 
on all sounds except the nasals or we get an inappropriate nasal 
resonance on these other sounds. The first sounds to acquire this im- 
proper resonance will probably be those between correctly nasal 
sounds such as the vowel in the word man. Here care must be exer- 
cised to prevent a nasalized vowel. Too often in the rapid speaker 
this care is neglected. Then gradually this carelessness spreads to 
other vowels or to vowels in other positions and we have the nasal 
voice. Again, lessening the rate of speech will go far to eliminate 
this very prevalent defect. At the same time there must be conscious 
control of the velum and training of the ear to recognize incorrect 
nasal resonance. 

You have all heard the type of speaker who has the so-called mon- 
otonous voice—the speaker whose inflections are either absent or 
follow an unvarying pattern and who speaks without any change in 
volume. We are all too prone to feel that these things may be true 
of someone else but not of us. They are, unfortunately, true not 
only of intercollegiate speakers but also occasionally of those who di- 
rect these champions of the forensie art. Have we not all heard the 
speaker who shouts at the top of his voice regardless of the place in 
which he is speaking? Those of us who remember that light well 
at Topeka High School and the booming voices of some of the debaters 
who in a little room twenty feet by thirty feet were striving to con- 
vinee—or persuade—their imposing audience of one or two, can un- 
derstand the pertinence of the advice to adapt your speaking to your 
audience and the place in which you are speaking. Again, a record 
of the speaker in action will do much to dispel his feeling of superi- 
ority. Reading aloud of prose or poetry which ealls for much varia- 
tion in rate, foree, and pitch will do much for those who fall into this 
class—and too many of us do! 

We have another type of speaker who is rather trying to his audi- 
ence and that is the one who insists upon getting as many words per 
breath as is possible. His speech is divided by pauses only when it is 
physically impossible to vibrate the vocal bands any longer with his 
breath supply. Then he pauses, takes a deep breath and proceeds 
exactly as before. After all, there are so many places where one may 


pause in speech that this sort of thing is not at all necessary. 
(Continued on page 12) 
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The Official Debate Question 


Resolved, That the United States should cease to use public funds 
(including credits) for the purpose of stimulating business. 


(Note: Official revised statement. Also selected as the national question 
by the National Association of Teachers of Speech.) 


Here is the way the vote came out. It was a close race, especially 
for second and third places. The first column to the right shows the 
sum of all the rankings, the second column the number of times the 
question was placed first. 


Total No. of 
Place Question ranks Firsts 


First: The United States should cease to use 
public funds (including eredits) for the 
purpose of stimulating business......... = 225 47 

Second: The democratic nations of the world 
should form an alliance to preserve de- 

WN A ea eee 246 29 

Third: The United States should follow a 
policy of isolation toward all nations in- 
volved in international or civil conflict... 251 27 

Fourth: Congress should enact legislation 
providing for the retirement of the fed- 

Cr Te cic ecaplnsiadies sates 357 5 

It will be seen, then, that the questions which ran second and third 
received a goodly number of first choices. If you like them better 
than the question that won first place, why not have at least part of 
your debates on them this year? A little broadening would certainly 
not hurt us. There is no reason why you should not use one of them 
in your province convention, provided a majority of your chapters 
wish to do so. 

Some of you have written to ask about Extempore Speaking topies 
for the year. We do not select any in off-convention years; that 
is left to each province. 

Yours for a great year! G. W. FINEy, 
National Secretary. 
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Treasurer’s Annual Report 


July 1, 1937 to June 30, 1938 


RECEIPTS 


Balance in treasury June 30, 1937 
Certificates 

Checks written off 

Convention receipts 

FoRENSI( 

Interest 

Keys . : ’ ‘ 

Refund on office expenses 
Duplicate short checks . 
Membership fees 


DISBURSEMENTS 


Bank charges 
Certificates : 
Convention accounts 
The Forensic 

Keys 

Office expenses cued shee 
Postage, telegraph and telephone 
Printing 

Refunds 

Short checks 


Balance in treasury June 30, 1938 


Distribution of Funds: 


Checking account 
Mortgage on real estate 
Postal Savings 
Savings Bank 


5. 

1. 
3,246. 
1,805. 
2,303. 
1,641. 
135. 
132. 
25. 
60. 


.---$1,387.15 
1,500.00 
1,500.00 
2,858.36 


$7,245.51 


$ 6,586.03 


10,016.52 


$16,602.55 


$16,602.55 
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August 5, 1938 
To the Members of Pi Kappa Delta: 

This is to certify that I have inspected the books and records of the 
National Treasurer of Pi Kappa Delta. I believe the financial statements 
showing the status of the organization are correct and that they represent 
a true picture of the affairs of the fraternity at the present time. 

Respectfully, 
A. O. COLVIN, Auditor. 


PI KAPPA DELTA CHAPTER REPORTS 


Receipts and Refunds for 1937-38 


Chapter Fees Keys Total Refunds 

Alabama: 

Alabama College os $30 $30.00 
Arizona: 

Flagstaff 

Tempe 
Arkansas: 

Henderson 

Ouachita . 

Ozarks 
California: 

Redlands ‘ ; 

Calif. Inst. of Tech. 

College of the Pacific . 

Univ. of Calif. at L. A. 
Colorado: 

State 

Greeley State 

Western State 
Connecticut: 

State . 
Florida: 

Rollins ca 

John B. Stetson Univ. 
General Chapter: 
Georgia: 

State Col. for Women 
Idaho: 

College of Idaho 
Illinois: 

Wesleyan 

Eureka 
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Chapter Fees Keys Total Refunds 


Carthage sibdsadacdutiers 35.00 10.75 45.75 
Bradley ‘ 20.00 67.05 87 
Monmouth . siceaplaical a tesaitapat 25.00 33.25 58. 
Normal ; 35.00 45.95 
McKendree ..... Sceocmnausdxemeannied pensch ened as 
North Central . -nigitceasesania 35.00 
IE. 6icssjasee denen vevunstegscs-akindalenintod 00 
RINT i sotscsnenceuatindonts 00 
Macomb . : ‘ mata 35.00 
Augustana ..... ie 65.00 
De Paul ..... plane 00 
OO TERR snsecnss cis siaainkan 00 
Indiana: 
Franklin accecarp Sdaanine .00 
Iowa: 
RNIN, 2s do cancer eneea Noms 50.00 
Central . 65.00 
Morningside 20.00 


nan ser oa 
onan 


we oS 
acc 


Simpson 5.00 
Parsons : Saab ilies 
Upper lowa . 5.00 


Western Union saben ee 00 
Dubuque . salt es ts in ct .00 
SIN  iichiiicticicemtsinalirabaoamtaneacmsows 5.00 
Wiliam Penn ............. acai 30.00 
Luther : : ; worenpnaoaicanis 00 
Kansas: 
Ottawa aah ’ ; aaa D. 22.00 
Washburn . canes : mes 5. 8.50 
State ......... acini sie caiales ie 3.80 
Southwestern , 5. 28.00 
Emporia ‘ . -t5 
Wesleyan ; ‘ ca 3.50 
Pittsburg i 
College of Emporia a 70 
Baker : i 5. .62 
Sterling am 3.50 
Bethany 86 
Hays .00 
Bethel 5. 50 
Kentucky: 
Georgetown 20. 85 
Wesleyan 
Centre 
Transylvania 











PI 


Chapter 


Louisiana: 


Louisiana 
Centenary 


Southwestern Louisiana Inst... 
Maine: 


Colby 


Michigan: 


Kalamazoo 
Olivet 
Hope ... 
State .. 
Ypsilanti eres 
University of Detroit .. 
Battle Creek 


Minnesota: 


Macalester 

St. Olaf panics 
Gustavus Adolphus .... 
EID teinvisrncatenuscciie 
St. Thomas ...... 
Concordia . 


Mississippi: 


Millsaps 
State .... 


Missouri: 


Westminster 
Park 

Central 

William Jewell 
Culver Stockton .. 
Warrensburg 
Kirksville 

Cape Girardeau 
Maryville 
Missouri Valley . 


Montana: 


Polytechnic-Intermountain 
Union 
State 


Nebraska: 


Wesleyan 
Doane 
Hastings 
Kearney 
Chadron 


North Carolina: 


State 


Fees 


35.00 
29.00 
30.00 


20.00 


.00 
55.00 
50.00 
90.00 
35.00 
20.00 


55.00 
15.00 
30.00 
10.00 
35.00 
45.00 


25.00 
15.09 


55.00 
40.00 
40.00 

25.00 
30.00 
20.00 
30.00 
65.00 
45.00 
25.00 


15.00 
30.00 


.00 
.00 


.00 
5.00 
.00 


on OV 


wore wre bo 


30.00 
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Keys 


14.5 


45. 
48. 
94. 
31. 
a7: 


43. 


18.5 
18. 
18. 
28. 


18. 


oc ° & 


“aI wee oe 


50 


.00 


Total 


_ 


40. 


0. 


30 


34. 


eo 


98. 
84. 


on 


cto om oO 
wo ow 


wr 
1 ww 


5st mH 


or 


00 


50 


12 
.00 
100. 


00 


80 


9.15 
.65 


45 
5.00 
.00 
80 
.50 
.99 


4.50 
2.00 


00 


uw 


35 


or 


Refunds 


9 
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Chapter Fees Keys Total Refunds 


Wake Forrest , 10.00 Oe aaa 10.00 
Asheville 5 , 5.00 D. 11.00 
Lenoir Rhyne . 50.00 50.00 
North Dakota: , 
Jamestown XS d 25.00 
Ohio: 
Baldwin Wallace . , 5.00 
Heidelberg 
Hiram ... os 
University of Akron 
Otterbein 
Marietta ....... ; 
Bowling Green .... 
University of Toledo 
Kent State ... 
Oklahoma: 
A. and M. . 
Tulsa 
Baptist 
Alva . ‘ 
Oklahoma City 
College for Women 
Ada 
Durant 
Edmond 
Oregon: 
Linfield 
Pennsylvania: 
Grove City 
St. Vincent 
Puerto Rico: University 


wo oO) 
_ 


_ 
aon ca 


tw or be 


_ 
of 
~~ © 


— 
— 


So Mm woe 
coo aq} 


woo Ww > PI 
ou ol 
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South Carolina: 
Presbyterian 
Winthrop 

South Dakota: 
Wesleyan 
Huron . 
Yankton . 


— 
1 


ou 


Sioux Falls 
Aberdeen 
Augustana 
Madison 
Tennessee: 
Maryville 
Tusculum . 
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on St © pt 
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Chapter Fees Keys Total Refunds 
Johnson City 7 : we ee 5.00 5.00 
Texas: 
Southwestern : ; ‘ 30.00 ~° 30.00 60.00 
Trinity 


ME TORRE ccncccsnsecesce add 25.00 35.60 60.60 


Howard Payne ...... 25.00 9. 34.60 
Baylor College .. ni .00 9. 19.00 
Texas Christian .00 10.00 
MONOID: Sieiacicscaiecs ; .00 54.5 124.50 
Baylor University .00 20.85 45.85 
Simmons ... ‘ ; .00 6 65.62 
Sam Houston .................. .00 31 41.31 
Stephen F. Austin -........ ‘ .00 5.25 15.25 
San Marcos . Sl ; 3.00 wilh ache 45.00 
Virginia: 
Farmville ‘ i 25.00 28 32.25 
Washington: 
Puget Sound ............ . a 50.00 BE 68. 
West Virginia: 
Wesleyan ; ecienasaneet 5.00 
Wisconsin: 
; i daiks ‘ .00 
Carroll 1 das tathti nibs ; 5.00 
Oshkosh . . ; 35.00 sees 
River Falls .. = 25.00 5.00 


$4,530.38 $2,421.83 $6,952.% $25.40 


-* 


Comments on the Financial Statement 


The first thing you will notice about the statement is that aeccord- 
ing to these figures we seem to have increased our reserve fund dur- 
ing the year by $659.48. Unfortunately this is not quite the actual 
situation. We still have two items of expense connected with last 
spring’s convention, the expense of publishing Volume VII of Win- 
ning Debates, Orations and Speeches, and the printing of the new 
constitutions. When these two items are paid that figure will be 
eut down to about $200. But even that is much better than a deficit 
would be. 

As to the amount of money sent in for fees the chapters rank as 
follows: 1. Chadron, $130; 2. Durant, $95; 3. Ypsilanti, $90; 4. 
South Dakota State, $70; 5. Central of Iowa, College of Emporia, 
Sterling, Cape Girardeau, Bowling Green, St. Vineent, $65 each. As 
to the amounts sent in for keys the rank is: 1. Ypsilanti, $94.80; 
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2. Wheaton, $82.77 ; 3. Bradley, $67.05 ; 4. College of Emporia, $66.70 ; 
5. North Texas Teachers, $64.50. 

Of the $130 that Chadron sent $10 was charter fee. That means 
that Nebraska Eta chapter came in with 24 charter members, the 
largest charter roll of any chapter ever installed in Pi Kappa Delta. 

Notice that there are only three chapters with blanks in all three 
columns. While we wish this figure could have been a zero, still 
this is the best record we have had for many a year. 

Suggestions for improvement? MHere’s one: increase the num- 
ber of keys purchased. Our slogan should be, ‘‘A key for every new 
member!’’ We can’t do quite that well, but the closer we come to 
it the better. The National Treasurer. 

o 


AS OTHERS HEAR US 


(Continued from page 4) 


We could probably point out a good many other defects in the 
speech of our fellow Pi Kappa Deltans—including a tendency toward 
slovenly articulation by many and the rather decided lisp of the 
young lady from one of our chapters in, the Middle West. She may 
have considered this childish fault charming. These few examples 
will certainly go to show that our speaking is not yet perfect, and, I 
hope, make us less satisfied with our own speech. 


One further word should be added which does not have to do with 
defective speech as such but with something quite important in this 
thing called persuasion. This word concerns the language used in 
intercollegiate contests—more particularly debating and extempore 
speaking. Ordinarily the speech of intercollegiate speakers is remark- 
ably free from the more common errors in grammar which character- 
ize so much of our American speech. However, it might be well for 
some of us to mark well the fact that too many errors in grammatical 
construction, or too obvious ones, will do much to turn the decision of 
both the audience and the judge against us. At the same time some of 
us need to have called to our attention the fact that the vocabulary of 
a speaker should be extensive but precise—the exact word for the par- 
ticular occasion is extremely important. 

If we but become conscious of our own speech, if we deliberately 
consider its effect upon our audiences, then most of our faults will 
suggest their own remedies. The speed of our speaking will decrease, 
the pitch of our voice will in all probability fall, we can with con- 
scious effort eliminate a great deal of the incorrect nasality now prev- 
alent in our speech, our enunciation will be more precise, our lan- 
guage will improve, and the beauty, the art of speaking will become 
more than just a phrase. 
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Chapter Achievements In Convention 


Contests—1934-1936-1938 


o- 
(Key) 


The ratings for the 1934 contests were computed as follows: In debate 
each chapter received one point for each debate won; in oratory and ex- 
tempore speaking one point for each contestant who placed in the upper 
half of a contest. In 1936 and 1938 each chapter received, in addition to 
the above two points for each debate team entered, one point for each per- 
son entered in oratory or extempore speaking, one point for placing in 
semi-finals and one point for placing in finals. In 1938 debate teams that 
made a rating of ‘excellent’? received one point and those that made 
“superior” received two points. In contests containing an odd number of 
speakers the person who placed in the middle was counted in the upper 
half. 

The figures indicate the number of points made by each chapter. A 
zero, in the 1934 column, shows that the chapter was entered in at least 
one contest, but did not win a debate or place in the upper half of one of 
the other events. A dash(—) indicates that the chapter was not entered 
in the contests at that convention. The double asterisk (**) indicates 
that the chapter had not yet been established at the time of that conven- 
tion. 

Chapters with the same totals were regarded as tied and given the 
same rating number. 

The compiler of this report will appreciate it if individual chapters will 
write him concerning errors which they believe to exist. 

G. W. FINLEY, National Secretary. 


“i 
Rating Chapters 1934 1936 1938 Total 
1. Augustana (South Dakota) ............... 19 40 37 98 
ek. LI is is hepucnises cheated 26 31 39 96 
3. Nebraska Wesleyan Secu camkadeos caae 21 32 37 90 
ac. II THO COUIIID Sasi tseicnnccncisicczivecees Sees 2 48 33 83 
By. (III hiiidesinekenidadascnanees ein ucinicniatebadtin i 16 38 28 82 
C.. Ge PON sin. iia en ec ctonsatopathin 8 35 37 80 
7. Aberdeen Teachers ........ saidedeada adi 17 33 28 78 
i UE IO. hvsiicd ccc 20 17 36 73 
ia URINE GION, ose ccutecncaietin ai 13 17 35 65 
10. Maryville (Tennessee) ........................ 13 21 30 64 
iiie_ SIRI 56th ck cscheatdiscthaianduemeestumencn ‘ 12 32 20 64 


III sinc auke. adetnentasan si ianbeaacdastemendea 17 19 27 63 
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Chapters 1934 


Yankton sd vchisiaaspiaebaisdl fa sania 12 
Wheaton . 10 
Illinois State Normal University 10 
Concordia 

Augustana (Illinois) 

St. Olaf 

Pittsburg .. 

Heidelberg 

DeKalb 

Franklin sideliaceesceabaaca 

Southwestern (Kansas) . 

Park .... 

IID seitsictatecncshcdnetetcuna 

College of the Pacific . 

Edmond 


o 


Puget Sound 

South Dakota State 
Tulsa 

Illinois Wesleyan 
Louisiana 

Parsons .. 

Alva . 

Monmouth 
Michigan State ..... 
St. Thomas 

Fort Hays 

San Marcos ort 
Dakota Wesleyan . 
Bethany . 

Drake ; 
Cape Girardeau 
Rollins . ; 
Emporia Teachers 
Morningside 

Battle Creek . 
Hardin-Simmons 
Durant 

Washburn 

Oklahoma Baptist . 
Central (Iowa) 
Greeley State 
Linfield 

Kearney 
Doane 
Kent State 


cer DASH Cw 


oOo ww 


1936 


30 
17 
19 
20 
25 
16 
18 
11 
17 
24 
21 
ex 


11 


“ov 


11 
19 
16 
16 
19 
29 


1938 


20 
34 
31 
24 
25 
32 
24 
33 
27 


19 


Total 


62 
61 
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59. Central (Missouri) 

60. Colorado State ...... 

60. Wake Forest .......... 

60. Mary Hardin-Baylor 

60. Jamestown 

60. Ouachita 

65. College of Emporia .. 

65. North Texas Teachers . 
65. Akron Jamal 

65. Macomb . 

65. Ozarks ... 

70. Hamline ..... dasventccias 

71. North Carolina State 

a. eI cecchcdans conxeleoncteed 

Shs CORO cceck iscicccecvxe. 

es ID coho eed coerce 
75. Kansas Wesleyan 

76. Ripon .... sah dtr care Se 
ey, vides evened wsatetnnan 
Be MEO coaiciccedicssed 

78. Transylvania ........ Bees: 
48: Eiivmaville .....::..<- ee, 
81. Western Union .. 

81. Culver Stockton ...... 

83. Westminster Sh 
83. East Texas Teachers 

83. Colby ........ ae adecwaneet itera 
83. College of Idaho ....... ; odes at 
87. Southwestern Louisiana Institute 
87. Alabama College 

ee ON xc tics ckscaneess 
a) |) | ee 

Sey  WRRRO. s5..cisc..: 

92. Bowling Green 

92. William Penn ........ 

94. Kalamazoo 

94. Carroll 

94. Missouri Valley 

94. Upper Iowa 

98. Sterling 

98. Centre 

98. Tusculum 2 

98. Stephen F. Austin 

98. Flagstaff 

103. Detroit 


Warrensburg ...... 
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Rating Chapters 1934 1936 1938 Total 


* 
* 


** 


103. Winthrop ; 

106. Intermountain Union 

106. Mariettta 

106. Georgetown . 

106. Sam Houston .. ae = 
110. North Central (Illinois) 

110. Oklahoma City 

110. Baldwin Wallace 

110. Howard Payne 

110. McKendree : 

115. Maryville (Missouri) . ; 
TUG, Ceememe As de Bh .. ocicccisiccs.cc..,. 
117. Trinity ; 

117. Johnson City ...... 

119. Presbyterian . se 

Di. | CI ME ais cnnntnashactacneeinntavkessutd 
119. West Virginia Wesleyan ..... 
119. Huron 

119. De Paul viecrasuatiaknenes 
124. University of Califorina at L. A. . 
125. Oshkosh ..... 

125. Luther ...... j ; 
125. California Institute of Tech. 
Sees. SAP cence ; ; Z 

128. Oklahoma College for Women 
128. Hiram ‘ 

131. Farmville 

131. Shurtleff 

131. River Falls . 

131. Kentucky Wesleyan . 

131. 

131. Texas Christian 

137. Montana State 

137. Henderson Teachers 

137. Puerto Rico 

137. Mississippi State 

137. Tempe ..... 

142. Centenary 

142. Asheville .- 

144. Iowa Wesleyan 

144. Carthage .. 

146. Bradley 

147. Connecticut State 

148. Kansas State .... 

148. Michigan State Normal 

148. Olivet 
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Pi EAPPA DSEETA 
Comments on the Convention Contest Achievement List 


This list should be taken for what it is, a measure of chapter 
achievement in one special type of activity, convention contests. It 
makes no pretense of measuring activities along other lines. 


Augustana, South Dakota, moves up from third place in 1936 to 
first place while Hastings takes second and Nebraska Wesleyan third. 
Baylor University moves up from seventh to fourth place while Red- 
lands and Aberdeen still hold places among the upper-teners. New 
faces in this upper group are Sioux Falls, Gustavus Adolphus, Wil- 
liam Jewell, Macalester and Maryville, Tennessee. There are eleven 
in the group this time because there is a tie for tenth place. 


Considering the 1938 contests only the first ten places run as fol- 
lows: 1. Hastings, 39 points; 2. Augustana, (S. D.), Nebraska Wes- 
leyan, Sioux Falls, tied, 37 each; 5. Gustavus Adolphus, 36; 6. Wil- 
liam Jewell, 35; 7. Wheaton, 34; 8. Baylor University and Heidel- 
berg, tied, 33 each; 10. St. Olaf, 32. 


Among the four ‘‘baby’’ chapters Winthrop was first with 15 
points and Luther second with 8. 


In distance moved up the line this time Ouachita holds the record ; 
she moved from 128 in 1936 to 60 in 1938, a distance of 68 places. 
San Marcos was second with a gain of 51 places; Hope gained 48 
places; Western Union, 43; Alabama and Detroit, 37 each; Eureka, 
35; Upper lowa, 34; Louisiana College, 31; Ozarks, 29; Durant, 28; 
and Kent State, 27. 


As to the number of chapters placed in the upper group the pro- 
vinees rate as follows: Province of the Sioux, 3; Province of the 
Platte and Province of the Upper Mississippi, 2 each; Province of 
the Lower Mississippi, Province of the Pacific, Province of Missouri, 
and Province of Kentucky, 1 each. 


It will be noticed that the new activity, the National Student Con- 
gress, was not included in the above ratings, as it was not included 
in the report of the convention committee on chapter ratings. 
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Record Group Installed at Chadron 


Nebraska Eta Becomes Chapter 168 


Nebraska Eta at State Teachers College, Chadron, Nebraska, was 
installed on May 18, 1938, by President S. R. Toussaint, as one of his 
last official acts. He was assisted in the installation ceremony by two 
local Pi Kappa Delta members, one of whom, Rev. E. C. Mitchell, is 
the father of Lawrence Mitchell, the first local president, installed at 
that time. It was an interesting fact that each of the three members 
of the installing team was a member of one of the first chapters of 
the Pi Kappa Delta Fraternity. Rey. C. C. Norlin was a member at 
Nebraska Wesleyan, as was Rev. E. C. Mitchell. 

Chadron State Normal School was established in 1911 for the pur- 
pose of providing trained teachers for the schools of the state. In 
1921, together with the other normals of the state, it was made a state 
teachers college with authority to grant the A.B. degree; and in 1927 
the B.S. degree was also made available. The College has continued 
its growth during the depression. 

The campus of Chadron State Teachers College, covering two hun- 
dred thirteen acres, consists of cultivated stretches, pasture, gardens, 
athletic field, golf course, tennis courts and campus proper, with the 
pine-wooded buttes of the Pine Ridge rising at the southern edge. 
There are eight buildings, including a new Men’s hall, just completed, 
which corresponds to the Women’s hall recently erected at the oppo- 
site end of the campus. The grounds around the residence halls, 
administration building, library, training school and gymnasium have 
recently been landseaped, and the wide lawns, the trees and shrubbery 
and the well-kept buildings harmonize perfectly with the beautiful 
pine-clad Pine Ridge Escarpment with a 4000 foot altitude which 
serves as a background for the campus. 

The forerunner of the Nebraska Eta chapter of Pi Kappa Delta 
was Gamma Delta Omicron, a local fraternity first established in 1926 
to promote debating, oratory, and extempore speaking. For the past 
four years, debating teams and oratorical contestants from Chadron 
have entered the following tournaments: the Rocky Mountain Con- 
ference, Denver; Southwestern Tournament, Winfield; Hutchinson 
(Kansas) Tournament; Northwestern Tournament, St. Paul; Red 
River Valley Tournament, Moorhead; and Nebraska Intercollegiate 
Forensic Association Tournament. 

Dr. Albert H. Burrows, who has been head of the Economies De- 
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partment and Director of Forensics at Chadron for the past four 
years, is a graduate of Missouri Wesleyan and has done graduate work 
at Boston University, Harvard, the University of Chicago, and North- 
western, and received his Ph.D. from the University of Iowa in 1936. 








CHARTER ROLL OF ACTIVE MEMBERS, NEBRASKA ETA 


Left to right—Front row seated: Maudie Fowler; Lawrence Mitchell, First President; 
Maxine Wells. 

Second row: Jeanette Jacobsen, Historian: Frances Cash, Secretary; Harold Hixson, 
Treasurer; Thomas Poole: Elma Rogers, Vice-President: Dr. Albert Hl. Bur 
rows, Coach. 


Third row: Jean Pearman; Dorothy Putnam; Owen McDonald, President; Anne 
Kane; Darold Barnum. 


Not in Picture: Zelma Barnum: Wallace Mill's; President Robert I. Elliott. 


He is secretary of the Nebraska Intercollegiate Forensic Association. 
Having coached several speakers of Special Distinction, Dr. Burrows 
was given that degree when initiated last spring. Two of his stu- 
dents who won the Degree of Special Distinction are Lawrence 
Mitchell and Owen McDonald, respectively first and second presi- 
dents of the chapter and recipients of first and second individual 
honors in Senior College Men’s debate at the Rocky Mountain Speech 
Conference last year. Mr. Mitchell also ranked first in extempore 
speaking at Denver. Dorothy Putnam won wide recognition with her 


(Continued on page 30) 
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Bethel College 


KANSAS XI 


It is like a romance in fiction—the founding of Bethel College and 
the bringing of the seed of Turkey Red wheat to the Middlewest. 
Bethel College has a Mennonite constituency whose ancestors left 
Germany when Catherine II was Empress of Russia and settled in the 
Crimea with promises from the empress that they would be exempt 
from military service. Their peaceful and prosperous life was rudely 
disturbed when Alexander III ascended the Russian throne and re- 
quired the Mennonites to learn the Russian language and serve in 
the Czar’s army. 

A recent article by Mr. Walter Ewert in the Santa Fe Magazine 
retells the pioneer story of Bethel. 

Desirous of developing a productive area in Kansas where the 
Santa Fe railroad had completed its line in 1872, the company sent 
its immigration agent, C. B. Schmidt, to visit the Mennonite villages 
of South Russia and urge emigration to America. The Santa Fe 
chartered a Red Star liner to transport the Mennonites, their house- 
hold goods and implements to America. In the trunks and packages 
these immigrants brought with them the seed of the Turkey Red, a 
hard winter wheat, that had yielded profitably in their old home. 
A group of these people disembarked at Newton, Kansas, in 1874, 
built their homes in the surrounding area and planted their wheat. 
By ‘‘plowing under the dew’’ they soon became prosperous prairie 
farmers. 

Deeply interested in providing an education for their children, they 
built a preparatory school at Halstead, and five years later, the char- 
ter for Bethel College was granted and a corporation formed. Show- 
ing a progressive and tolerant attitude, the founders stated in their 
charter that it would be the ‘‘. . . . noble aim of Behel College to give 
an opportunity to the sons and daughters of Mennonite families to 
obtain their education . .. as well as to pay the debt of gratitude to 
other denominations by opening wide the doors of the institution so 
that all may have an opportunity to partake of whatsoever advantage 
may be offered by it.’’ The charter continued, ‘‘For Bethel is to be 
no local institution, intended to supply the wants of just a limited 
district.’’ 

In 1912 a class of six was granted the first bachelor of arts degrees. 
From a mere score of pupils being tutored in a lonely cabin on the 
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Kansas plains more than a half century ago, Bethel College has grown 
to be a fine college with 417 students enrolled in 1937. With an 
administration building, science hall, alumni hall, musie¢ hall, dining 
hall, dairy farm, infirmary, ladies’ dormitory, and nearly a dozen stu- 
dent residences, the tree-shaded campus resembles a small city suburb. 
The net value of the endowment and campus property has risen over 
a period of fifty years from $20,000 to $750,000. In September, 1938, 
the campus was incorporated as a third elass city with the name of 
North Newton. 

The faculty, consisting of forty persons, ranks among the highest 
among Kansas colleges and universities in the percentage of members 
who hold doctorate degrees. More than sixty different colleges and 
universities here and abroad have contributed to the training of this 
faculty. 

Bethel offers the degrees of bachelor of arts, bachelor of science, 
bachelor of theology, bachelor of music and bachelor of music eduea- 
tion. 

Aside from its strong and well-balanced curriculum, Bethel is 
especially proud of her extra-curricular program, of which forensics 
activities form a large and popular part. Squads of 15 to 20 students 
participate annually in intercollegiate contests. The debate schedule 
ealls for well over one hundred debates each year, about half of which 
are non-decision. Bethel students took first place in State oratorical 
contests in 1922, 1933, 1937, and second place in 1938. The state title 
in extempore speaking was won in 1937. More important, however, 
than the winning of high honors is the fact that any bona fide stu- 
dent who is willing and capable is given a fair chance to participate 
in intercollegiate work. The forensic program has been built on the 
assumption that the building of strong personalities is more important 
than mere winning of victories. 

Bethel’s Kansas Xi chapter of Pi Kappa Delta was duly installed 
on May 21, 1938, by Professor Emory Lindquist and members of the 
Kansas Mu chapter. At this impressive ceremony thirteen students 
and two faculty members became charter members of the Bethel 
chapter. Of this number seven have returned to school this autumn. 
Frank Rayburn, 739, is president of the chapter, and Dr. E. L. 
Harshbarger is director of forensics. 

Bethel is honored to become a member of the great family of Pi 
Kappa Delta. We know it will greatly increase the interest in for- 
ensic work. We shall be happy to do whatever we can to uphold 
PKD standards and to extend the society’s usefulness. 
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St. Vincent College 
PENNSYLVANIA BETA 


-2 


St. Vineent College, Latrobe, was founded in the year 1846 by 
Archabbot Boniface Wimmer, of the Order of St. Benedict. In the 
early years of its development the college was conducted in conjunc- 
tion with the monastery and the curriculum was confined in the 
main to courses in philosophy and theology. However, in 1870 it 
was incorporated and granted a charter by the state legislature and 
the curriculum was broadened to include a variety of courses and 

many new departments. Thenceforth 
the expansion of the institution was 
rapid until today it embraces in addi- 
tion to the monastery and college, a pre- 
paratory school and a seminary, and oe- 
eupies a tract of land of almost a thou- 
sand acres, eighty of which constitute 
the campus proper. The student body of 
over 400 is restricted to men. 


Forensics have always oceupied a 


prominent place in campus activities 

and in the intercollegiate relations of the 

college, and the forensic society enjoys 

a similarly prominent position among 

eollege organizations. Furthermore, it 

enjoys the additional distinction of be- 

ing the oldest debating society now funce- 

ARTHUR F. HARTUNG tioning in the state of Pennsylvania. 

President Pa. Beta However, despite its long history the 

society last year concluded the most sue- 

cessful season on record. Its activities included 34 intercollegiate de- 

bates, six intramural campus debates, participation in three tourna- 

ments, two banquets, an oratorical contest and the Penn State de- 

baters convention. The schedule of intercollegiate debates included 

several extended trips to various parts of the state and neighboring 

states. With the exception of tournaments, nearly every debate was 

held before off campus audiences such as clubs, societies and civic 

groups. This to a great extent has eliminated the difficulty common 

to most debating organizations, namely, that of securing a sufficient 
number of interested hearers. ‘ 

The intramural debates are held for the dual purpose of discov- 
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ering latent talent and ability as well as serving as a valuable source 
of practice for members of the society. A number of intercollegiate 
freshman debates are also conducted and assist greatly in affording 
neeued experience to the newer members. 

In order to stimulate interest in oratory and to complete a well 
rounded forensic program, the society conducts an annual oratorical 
contest which is open to the entire student body. The winner is 
awarded a magnificent silver trophy, the contribution of a distin- 
guished alumnus who owes much of his success to college debating 
experience. 

A welcome relief from the ordinary routine of debates is furnished 
by an annual dinner dance, jointly sponsored by the debaters of St. 
Vincent and Seton Hill, a neighboring women’s college. While pri- 
marily a social function, it affords the occasion for displaying the 
abilities of the various participants in after-dinner speaking, humor- 
ous readings and the like. 

However, the highlight of the season came with the Strawberry 
Leaf Tournament at Winthrop College, South Carolina. For the first 
time, the St. Vincent team was given an opportunity to meet other 
Pi Kappa Dela chapters both forensically and socially and was im- 
pressed by the uniform excellence of the teams encountered as well 
as by the air of friendliness, hospitality and genuine good sports- 
manship which prevailed throughout the tournament. Of the forty 
odd colleges attending, St. Vincent placed fifth in the debating, win- 
ning seven out of ten debates, and won twa first places and one see- 
ond place in the other events. Outstanding among these was the 
Grand Eastern extempore championship, for which some sixty con- 
testants competed. 

The season’s activities were concluded by a jubilee banquet cele- 
brating the 75th anniversary of the founding of the society. The 
banquet was highly successful, being attended by many prominent 
alumni as well as the heads of the departments of speech of surround- 
ing colleges. The principal speaker was Professor John H. Frizell, 
president of the Debating Association of Pennsylvania Colleges and 
professor of speech at Penn State University. In his address, he 
traced the development of speech in Pennsylvania colleges and took 
the occasion to decry the ‘‘win at all cost’’ tactics employed by some 
debating schools. He coneluded his remarks by declaring that the 
old materialism is fortunately giving way to the new idealism of de- 
bating for debate’s sake. 


While the forensic schedule for the present year is not, as yet, 
complete, an even more extensive program is expected for the com- 
ing season. 
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LET’S GIVE THE WOMEN SOMETHING TO TALK ABOUT 


THELMA ROBUCK 


Director of Forensies, Mary Hardin-Baylor College 


—e- 


I believe that everybody will agree with me that the tournament at 


Topeka was the best convention we have ever had. 


As a teacher of 


speech, I was especially pleased to see that the quality of the speech 


ELIZABETH MOORE 
Texas Epsilon 


Mary Hardin-Baylor College 

This is Miss Moore's senior 
year. Besides winning third in 
women's extempore at Topeka, 
she placed in three other tourna- 
ments. As a freshman she at- 
tended the Eleventh National 
Convention at Houston. She has 
been class president and chair- 
man of the Student Forum. She 
is also active in dramatics. 


tempore speaking subject for women shoud reach. 


and the speeches had improved greatly. 

But I have a protest to make. I dis- 
approve strongly of the fact that our 
girls are given such ‘‘namby-pamby’”’ 
subjects for extempore speaking. In my 
opinion, women are capable of thinking 
and forming opinions on subjects of na- 
tional and international importance as 
well as men. I maintain that they should 
be given subjects which will permit 
their forming these opinions and ex- 
pressing them. There were very few 


girls at the Topeka convention who, (I 
heard many of them say as much) dared 


to say what they really thought on the 
subject of careers for women...... 
especially before masculine judges. As 
one young woman put it, ‘‘We don’t 
dare stick up for our belief in woman’s 
right to a career—it sounds too forward. 
No, the sweetly feminine touch is the 
only safe one.’’ 


It seems to me that a subject which 
permits such comment and approach 
from the speakers is a little beneath the 
level of possibilities that the national ex- 
Let’s give our 


girls subjects worthy of their best thinking and speaking. 
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Iowa Beta Chapter Initiates Pella’s Tulip Queen 


At the annual joint initiation of the Simpson and Central (lowa) 
chapters, the Central chapter had the honor of initiating Virginia 
Van Gorp, who by popular vote of the 
townspeople had been chosen to preside 
over the three-day Tulip Festival held at 
Pella annually in honor of its Holland 
traditions. 

In keeping with the spirit of tulip 
time the initiation dinner was served by 
students in Dutch costumes in a dining 
room gay with tulips. The favors 
(wooden shoes), the menu, and even the 
subject of the toast program, Bologne, 
further carried out the idea of the 
Dutch. 

Miss Van Gorp represented Central 
in extemporaneous speaking in the state 
contest and won a superior rating in the 
poetry reading contest. A week after 
her initiation, she with her attendants 
was reigning in the midst of parades, 
pageants, Pella’s two million tulips, and 
over ceremonies such as the typical street scrubbing scene, in which 
the Burgemeester directs the work while thousands of visitors look on. 


VIRGINIA VAN GORP 
Tulip Queen 


CORRECTION 


Our attention has been called to an error in the tabulation of the 
women’s debate in the May Forensic. In the fourth round Ouachita 
received a Win instead of a Loss. That gave her six wins for which 
she received the Certificate of Excellent. Ouachita should also ap- 
pear among the colleges that rated Excellent in the list published in 
the preface of Winning Debates, Orations, and Speeches, Volume VII. 


The Pi Kappa Delta debate question was selected by a committee 
working under the chairmanship of National Vice-President Leroy T. 
Laase. This committee, after a summer of study, early in Septem- 
ber submitted four questions to the vote of the chapters. 
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time the initiation dinner was served by 
students in Dutch costumes in a dining 
room gay with tulips. The favors 
(wooden shoes), the menu, and even the 
subject of the toast program, Bologne, 
further carried out the idea of the 
Dutch. 

Miss Van Gorp represented Central 
in extemporaneous speaking in the state 
contest and won a superior rating in the 
poetry reading contest. A week after 
her initiation, she with her attendants 
was reigning in the midst of parades, 
pageants, Pella’s two million tulips, and 
over ceremonies such as the typical street scrubbing scene, in which 
the Burgemeester directs the work while thousands of visitors look on. 


VIRGINIA VAN GORP 
Tulip Queen 


CORRECTION 


Our attention has been called to an error in the tabulation of the 
women’s debate in the May Forensic. In the fourth round Ouachita 
received a Win instead of a Loss. That gave her six wins for which 
she received the Certificate of Excellent. Ouachita should also ap- 
pear among the colleges that rated Excellent in the list published in 
the preface of Winning Debates, Orations, and Speeches, Volume VII. 


The Pi Kappa Delta debate question was selected by a committee 
working under the chairmanship of National Vice-President Leroy T. 
Laase. This committee, after a summer of study, early in Septem- 
ber submitted four questions to the vote of the chapters. 
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EDITOR’S PERSONAL PAGE 


Where inconsistencies cease from troubling and logic is at rest 
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Some people are so constituted that they would rather lose a friend 
than an argument. 


A word is the skin of a living thought. Justice Oliver Wendell 
Holmes. 


How small has grown the world! How vast the audience which 
may listen to one man’s voice. During the recent European crisis 
people all around the world listened to Hitler’s ranting oratory from 
the sport’s palace in Berlin and Prime Minister Chamberlain’s very 
restrained statements from London. History was in the making. 
The leaders of different nations gave an account of their stewardship 
to their people and pleaded their eases before the world. 


Some years before the war an intelligent and cultivated Austrian, 
who had lived long in England, was asked his opinion of the British. 
‘*In many ways,’’ he said, ‘‘I think you are inferior to us; but one 
great thing I have noticed about you which we have not. You think 
and act and speak for yourselves.’’ 

-John Galsworthy in “American and Briton.” 


An interesting speculation is how and why talkers should. have 
exercised such preponderant power in human affairs. By what pro- 
cess did the tongue get itself exalted over all the other members of 
the body: Why should the fact that a man can utter words faster 
and louder than his fellows entitle him to eminence? ... Talkers 
always have ruled; they will continue to rule. The smart thing is to 
join them. Bruce Barton. Quoted by Sanford and Yeager in 
‘*Speech is Easy.’’ 


Sestoeteaioetoctontonsoetotoaionsoctosioasontosteeinssoetoecnasneteegracnesocrearasnncregracnasoeceeanesoegneioasoeeeseeseesoeseesnetoeloeleeielonfoeys 


Don’t forget to send us some forensic news. Our goal is 
something about each chapter in every issue. The Forensic 
will print the news if you will supply it. 
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SERIES 24 OCTOBER, 1938 


There is something healthy about winning. It develops the per- 
sonality. Unfortunately there has to be a loser for every winner. 
Losing does not develop self-confidence. It frequently has a bad 
effect on personality. For this reason many able teachers of speech 
are opposed to speech contests. They insist that there have to be too 
many losers to select one winner, that such contests do more harm 
than good. 

Many times green, inadequately prepared debaters and orators are 
rushed to tournaments to keep up the activity, to spend the forensic 
budget, or to get the trip. Often they are slaughtered contest after 
contest by more able speakers who have been more carefully trained. 
The victims soon develop a blase attitude. They become contented 
with a mediocre performance and accept themselves as second raters. 
They are defeated time after time until they expect to be kicked 
around. It is doubtful if such competition does them any good. The 
training they gain in speaking hardly offsets the damage done to 
their personality. 

Several things are being done to overcome this evil. Less emphasis 
is being given to winning. Many tournaments select good teams 
without designating one of them as the final victor. Some institu- 
tions have given up tournaments, contests, and decisions. Many 
coaches refuse to send a student into any type of a contest until he 
is thoroughly prepared so that he can give a creditable account of 
himself. While forensic victory is pleasant, it is evanescent. Char- 
acter and personality are more enduring stuff. The ultimate end 
of intercollegiate forensics should be the good of the student rather 
than the honor of the award. 
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CANDID CAMERA CONTEST 


On page 25 of this issue is a picture of Miss Virginia Van 
Gorp, a member of the Iowa Beta chapter, who was queen 
of the three day Tulip Festival at Pella, lowa. The Forensic 
would like to have some more pictures of this type. There 
are a lot of candid camera fans who like to take pictures. 
Although the Forensic has no intention of competing with 
Life and some of the other picture magazines, it is going to 
conduct a contest. It will use one or more pictures in each 
issue of the Forensic. Each picture must have some connec- 
tion with forensics and show a member of Pi Kappa Delta. 
Pictures may present a forensic contest, a gesticulating ora- 
tor, or scenes and experiences on a forensic trip. A debate 
team shaking hands with Vice-President Garner or an orator 
boarding an airplane to fly to a contest would be good sub- 
jects. For the best picture submitted during the year, the 
editor will award a small Colorado Silver Spruce tree direct 
from the mountains and ready to be set out. 


Prof. Dana T. Burns has announced two twenty-five dollar ora- 
torical prizes at Baldwin-Wallace, Ohio Alpha. There are also two 
other prizes of lesser amounts. One of the prizes is offered by Judge 
A. R. Webber, author of ‘‘The Life of John Baldwin,’’ one of the 
founders of the college. The orations in this contest must be based 
on this volume.—The Exponent. 


The Illinois Xi chapter at Augustana is sponsoring an intramural 
debate tournament on the question, Resolved, that there shall be no re- 
striction of the academic load of any student. He should be allowed 
to complete his college course in as brief a time as he wishes. No 
member of Pi Kappa Delta can compete.—Augustana Observer. 


Mr. and Mrs. Earle Huffor, of Sam Houston, spent a two weeks’ 
vacation in the mountains of Colorado at the end of the summer 
school work in Huntsville. 


Dr. Albert Keiser, debate coach at Lenoir Rhyne, where the North 
Carolina Delta chapter was established last spring, spent the sum- 
mer in Europe. 
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NOTES FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK 


J. H. Baccus, for several years past a teacher of speech at the Uni- 
versity of Redlands, is this year working on his doctor’s degree at 
Wisconsin University. 


For the past two years C. C. Carrothers, formerly coach at Drake 
University has been doing work on his doctor’s degree at Ohio State 
University, Columbus. 


Upton Palmer, for the past two years coach at Cape Girardeau, and 
before that coach at Sioux Falls College and originally a member of 
the California Alpha chapter, goes this year to Bowling Green, Ohio. 
He will help J. W. Carmichael with the work there. His place at 
Cape Girardeau will be filled by Oliver Skalbeck from Eau Claire, 
Wisconsin. 


Paul Ottens, a member of the Colorado Beta chapter and later a 
coach there for one year, goes this year to the city school system of 
Hays, Kansas. 


Patsy Challgren, who won the women’s extempore contest in the 
Province of The Platte in 1933, is now a full-fledged actress out in 
Los Angeles. 


Dorothy Summers, Special Distinction member at Oklahoma Eta, 
will teach speech at her alma mater, Oklahoma East Central State 
Teachers College. 


Miss Clarice Tatman, coach at Oklahoma College for women, spent 
the summer in Greeley, Colorado where she was a member of the 
group that put on plays for the summer school. The enterprise is 
known as The Little Theatre of the Rockies. It puts on six or eight 
plays each summer. 


Tom K. Shields, who represented California Alpha at Topeka last 
spring in Oratory and as Senator, ordered his key recently. Tom 
this year is at Long Beach, California. 


Edward Betz, the man who did such a good piece of work at 
Topeka as chairman of the judging committee, goes this year to 
College of the Pacific. Ed was a member of the runner-up team in 
the national men’s debate tournament at Tiffin, Ohio, in 1928. For 
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the past two or three years he has been coaching at Hastings, Neb- 
raska. 


Councilman W. V. O’Connell, formerly head of the Speech Depart- 
ment at Battle Creek College, now closed, this fall went to Northern 
State Teachers College at DeKalb, Illinois, to have charge of the work 
there this year while Gus Campbell is away on leave. O’Connell will 
continue in the department there after Mr. Campbell returns. 


Edwin Cash, the College of the Ozarks man who was elected Stu- 
dent Representative on the Council at the Topeka convention, has 
decided not to return to Clarksville this year. He will attend college 
at George Washington University. 


The first vote received this year on the debate questions was from 
Kansas Gamma Chapter, Kansas State; the second from Minnesota 
Zeta, Concordia. The latter college was also the first to send the 
active membership list. 


STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE, CHADRON, NEB. 


(Continued from page 19) 


oration ‘‘Buddy.’’ It appears in the September, 1938, issue of the 
Nebraska Educational Journal. Miss Putnam is teaching English 
and speech at Sidney. She is the highest salaried 1938 graduate. 

Dr. Toussaint stated that Nebraska Eta has the largest charter roll 
of any chapter ever installed in Pi Kappa Delta. There were twenty- 
four members initiated at the installation service, including fifteen 
active members, eight graduate, and one honorary. Hon. Harry B. 
Coffee, Congressman from Nebraska, graduate of the University of 
Nebraska, and donor of the Coffee Debate Trophy, was made an hon- 
orary member. Mr. Coffee first learned debate under Robert I. Elli- 
ott, President of the Teachers College since 1916. President Elliott 
was a varsity debater at the University of Nebraska and a member 
of Delta Sigma Rho. He was initiated into Nebraska Eta as a gradu- 
ate in debate with Special Distinction. 

The forensic record for the past year was summarized in the Chad- 
ron Eagle of May 11, 1938, as follows: Denver, lst in extempore, 
lst (tie) in senior men’s individual debate, 2nd in school competition ; 
State Meet, Ist in men’s B debate, 2nd (tie) in women’s A debate, 
2nd (tie) in men’s B debate, 2nd in women’s B debate, 3rd in wom- 
en’s oratory. 
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Loyal Netteland, the new president of Minnesota Zeta chapter, 
Concordia College, represented his college in three speaking contests 
in May, winning two firsts and one second. He took first place in the 
State Peace Oratorical contest with his oration, ‘‘The Temple of Un- 
derstanding.’’ He also won first in the oratorical contest of the Min- 
nesota Intercollegiate Forensic Union with, ‘‘The Assassin of Youth,’’ 
and took second place in the after-dinner speaking contest. Mr. 
Netteland is a junior and is planning a career in the American con- 
sular service. 


The Kearney State Teachers College is initiating a program of 
intra-mural forensic activities this year. The purpose is to place more 
emphasis on home competition. The schedule offers competition in 
men’s and women’s divisions in debate, oratory, extempore speaking. 
Winners in these activities will be given special awards for achieve- 
ment. Members of the local Pi Kappa Delta Chapter are serving as 
student coaches under the supervision of Prof. J. D. Hansen, director 
of speech activities.—Addah Jane Ludden. 


Former National President H. Dana Hopkins, Heidelberg, Ohio 
Beta, served as executive secretary of the Commodore Perry Memor- 
ial and Peace Commission during the summer. This commission held 
services and programs at Sandusky, Lorain, Cleveland, and Put-in- 
Bay, Ohio, September 8, 9, 10, and 11 on the anniversary of the battle 
of Lake Erie and in commemoration of the one hundred twenty-five 
years of peace between the British Empire and the United States 
which have ensued. 


The Chadron Teachers Nebraska Eta Chapter 168, Pi Kappa Delta 
Fraternity, will conduct the Fifth Annual Four-State High School 
Forensic Contest December 9 and 10. This tournament has been con- 
dueted in the past by the Gamma Delta Omicron Debate Fraternity. 
Some twenty teams from four states and a radius of over 400 miles 
have been attending. Extemporaneous speaking will also be featured 
again this year. 


Texas Eta, North Texas Teachers, initiated twelve new members 
at its final banquet May 15. Dr. W. J. MeConnell, president of the 
college, presented the keys. The banquet was followed by a program, 
skits, and dancing. 


David Pearson was elected student body president at South Dakota 
State-—The Collegian. 
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Mr. Howard Nelson, a member of the staff of WDAY, Fargo, N. 
D., and instructor in radio speech at Concordia College, was inducted 
into membership of Pi Kappa Delta on May 24, in a ceremony that 
was broadeast from the Concordia studio over WDAY. Mr. Sidney 
Rand, retiring president, officiated at the ceremony and presented 
Mr. Nelson with the key, which was the gift of the Concordia chapter 
—Minnesota Zeta. 


The Missouri Zeta chapter at Culver-Stockton was host to Missouri 
Theta, Kirksville Teachers; and Illinois Gamma, Carthage, at their 
annual joint banquet and initiation May 17. The presidents of the 
three chapters, Lillian Fraatz of Carthage, Charles Cornwell of Kirks- 
ville, and Kenneth Kuntz of Culver-Stockton, officiated at the initia- 
tion rites. There were fifteen neophytes. 


A Pi Kappa Delta wedding took place September 3 at Enderlin, 
N. D., when Milford Tysseland, a charter member of the Minnesota 
Zeta chapter, claimed as his bride Miss Lucile Oehlke, also a graduate 
member of Minnesota Zeta. The ceremony was performed by Prof. 
W. F. Schmidt, of Concordia College, who is the debate coach at that 
college. 


Harold LeVander, coach at Macalester, stopped off a few minutes 


to greet friends in Greeley, Colorado, along about the middle of Sep- 
tember. They, his friends, were much surprised to be introduced to 
Mrs. Harold LeVander. The wedding took place early in September 
and the couple were on their way home from the honeymoon. 


The annual Red River Valley Intercoilegiate Forensic tournament, 
which this year will include debate, oratory, extemporaneous speak- 
ing and radio discussion, will be held at Concordia College, in Moor- 
head, February 2-4. The events will begin Thursday evening, Feb- 
ruary 2, and conclude Saturday afternoon, February 4. 


J. D. Coon, besides serving as national counsel for Pi Kappa Delta, 
is Republican state chairman of South Dakota. During the summer 
he attended a meeting of Republican leaders in Chicago. His picture 
and a two column interview on why South Dakota is going Repub- 
lican appeared in the August 1 Chicago Daily Tribune. 


Mr. Robert Lund of St. Louis has given Missouri Zeta at Culver- 
Stockton a Lund Debating Prize which annually awards the Pi Kappa 
Delta key to those qualifying for membership. 
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The Dixie Championship Forensic Tournament will be held at 
Winthrop College, South Carolina Delta, December 1-3. A general 
invitation is issued to all colleges to send representatives to compete 
in debate, oratory, extempore, impromptu, after dinner, poetry read- 
ing, problem solving, and harangue. There will be separate contests 
for men and women. The entrance fee of $4.25 for each individual 
covers meals and lodging from Thursday night to Saturday noon. 
‘*Those who get their training in the Dixie will be heard from later.’’ 
—Mary Ellen Adams, Grand President of the Dixie, Winthrop Col- 
lege, Rock Hill, South Carolina. 


James Shaffer and Robert Short, Minnesota Epsilon at St. Thomas, 
have been selected to meet the Cambridge-Oxford debaters in St. 
Paul November 4. The British debaters, both recent university grad- 
uates, are Christopher Mayhew and Philip R. Noakes.—The Aquin. 


The debate coaches of Illinois, meeting in Chicago in May, selected 
as the 1938-1939 debate question, ‘‘ Resolved, that the nations of the 
Western Hemisphere should form a defensive alliance.’’—Hureka 
College Pegasus. 


Fred Odzen and Paul Ottinger, Tennessee Beta, spoke at a spring 
meeting of the Andrew Johnson Club of Greeneville, Odzen on ‘‘The 


” 


Present European Situation’’ and Ottinger on ‘‘Our Foreign Policy. 


Coach Laase, Hastings, Nebraska Delta, began the school year with 
a squad of eleven varsity debaters and a large squad of promising 
freshmen.—The Hastings Collegian. 


Edward S. Betz, last year coach at Hastings, Nebraska Delta, is 
now a member of the faculty of College of the Pacific, California 
Delta.—Pacifie Weekly. 


Russell Kirk, Delta, Michigan State, won the twenty-five dollar 
essay contest and also won third place in the short story contest.— 
Michigan State News. 


George Schrader and Wanda Jones were elected president and sec- 
retary of the student body at Park, Missouri Beta.—The Park Stylus. 


Bill Hauge was elected student body president at Huron, South 
Dakota Beta.—Huron Alphomega. 
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Book Reviews 
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Winning Debates, Orations, and Speeches. Together with a full 
account of the National Student Congress. Volume VII. Compiled 
and edited by George W. Finley. New York, Noble & Noble, Pub- 
lishers, Ine. 1938. Pp. viii-184. $2.00. 

This volume contains a debate on compulsory arbitration of labor 
disputes between St. Olaf College of Minnesota and Transylvania 
College of Kentucky, two of the outstanding teams of the 179 which 
competed at the twelfth national convention at Topeka, Kansas, in 
April, 1938. There are six winning orations, three by men and three 
by women. They are on such subjects as Otis Aggert’s ‘‘Shadows’”’ 
and Ellen Farish’s ‘‘I Knew Mary.’’ There are six extempore 
speeches. The men’s speeches deal with democracy; the women’s 
with careers for women. In addition is a report of the first National 
Student Congress. 

This volume contains splendid illustrations of what college for- 
ensies may be at their best. It should be in every college library and 
every student of forensies should have a consultation copy within 
reach. 


University Debaters Annual. 1937-1938. Edited by Edith M. 
Phelps. New York. The H. W. Wilson Company. 1938. Pp. 503. 
»-) 95 . 


Intercollegiate debating is such a widespread, important, educa- 
tional activity that there should be an official annual record of each 
year’s activities. Such a record should be comprehensive and reliable. 
It should show what the debaters have discussed and how they have 
discussed it. University Debaters Annual has come to be recognized 
as this official record of the year’s forensic achievements. The 1937- 
1938 volume measures up to the high standard which has been set 
for this series. 

It includes eleven debates on such subjects as democracy and eco- 
nomic prosperity, American isolation from European affairs, Anglo- 
American mutual assistance pact, an American league of nations, uni- 
cameral legislatures, a national labor relations board to enforce ar- 
bitration of industrial disputes, academic freedom, protection of 
nationals in the event of a foreign war, uniform marriage law, grades 
in higher education, and regulation of advertising. There are debates 
of the usual variety and examples of the experiments being tried, 
such as the discussion of the National Federation of Canadian Uni- 
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versity Students and the Pi Kappa Delta National Student Congress. 
Every debate is a fine example of what good debating can be. Each 
is followed by a bibliography. This year’s debaters should begin by 
reading the best of last year’s debates. 


How to Judge Speech Contests. James Noble Holm, Portland, 
Maine. Platform News Publishing Co. 1938. Pp. xi-225. 

There is a real need for some one to state clearly the principles 
involved in public speaking contests and the standards by which they 
ean be judged. Mr. Holm has done this more thoroughly and more 
accurately than any one else. His book should be carefully studied 
by any one who accepts the responsibility for judging speech con- 
tests. Not the least of the book’s merits is its extensive bibliography. 


How to Organize and Conduct a Meeting. Revised edition. W. 
H. F. Henry and Levi Seeley. New York. Noble & Noble, Publishers, 
Inc. 1938. Pp. v-133. $1.50. 

This is a practical guide for those who need assistanee in organiz- 
ing and presiding. It contains a good summary of parliamentary law. 


Prize-Winning Orations. The Year Book of Oratory, Volume X. 
Compiled and edited by J. Kendrick Noble. New York. Noble & 
Noble, Publishers, Inc. 1938. Pp. ix-234. $2.00. 

Here are the winning students orations, addresses, and after-dinner 
speeches of last year. They include demands for sex education, pleas 
for peace, humorous addresses, and acknowledgment of George Wash- 
ington’s leadership in agriculture. They are serious, hopeful, inspir- 
ing speeches by our future leaders. 


British-American Alliance. Annual Debater’s Help Book. Edited 
by E. C. Buehler. New York City. Noble & Noble, Publishers, Ine. 
1938. Pp. vili-389. $2.00. 

This is a practical help book on the high school debate question. 
It contains a brief of the question, reprints of some of the best avail- 
able source material, and a bibliography. 


Public Speaking for Women. J. V. Garland. New York. Harper 
& Brothers Publishers. 1938. Pp. xiv-315. $2.50. 

This volume consists chiefly of carefully selected examples of dif- 
ferent types of speeches. There is everything from the speech of in- 
troduction to the radio speech. The examples are by prominent 
speakers, such as Mrs. Roosevelt, Jane Addams, and Margaret Sanger. 
This volume should be very encouraging and helpful to women. 





36 THE FORENSIC OF 


Intercollegiate Debates. Volume xix. Edited by Egbert Ray 
Nichols. New York. Noble & Noble Publishers, Ine. 1938. Pp. 
x-438. $2.50. 

Probably no man in the United States knows more about intercol- 
legiate debates than Professor Egbert Ray Nichols. This is his 
nineteenth annual volume. He has been coaching debates for almost 
thirty years. In this volume he gives a valuable record of what was 
accomplished during the year. There are debate and symposia. They 
are from colleges all over the United States. They cover such sub- 
jects as an alliance with Great Britain, Anglo-American boycott of 
Japanese goods, reorganization of the federal executive, and the ever- 
normal granary plan. This volume is an essential tool for all who 
study debating seriously. 


Anglo-American Agreement. The Reference Shelf, vol. 12 No. 1. 

Compiled by H. B. Summers. New York. The H. W. Wilson Com- 
pany. 1938. Pp. 374. $1.25. 

A eareful and comprehensive selection of the best publications on 
this subject. 


The Will to Speak Effectively. Lee Norvelle. Boston. Expres- 
sion Company. 1938. Pp. 246. 
Beginning with the will to speak, the author presents an analysis 


of the functions in expression of the mind, speech mechanism, and 
body ; and then considers various types of speech. His presentation 
is brief yet effective. 


Accuracy in Thinking. Mody C. Boatright. New York. Farrar 
& Rinehart, Ine. 1938. Paper. 53 pages. 

A discussion of the workings of the mind, and a graphic presenta- 
tion of inductive and deductive thinking. 
of inductive and deductive thinking. 


Speech Is Easy. Richard C. Reager and Ernest E. McMahon. New 
Brunswick. Rutgers University Press. 1938. Pp. xvi-263. $2.50. 

The authors have taught more than 15,000 adults the secret of ef- 
fective public speaking. This text is designed for adult extension 
classes. It attempts to encourage the beginner and treats briefly the 
principles of speech and types of speeches. 


Principles and Styles of Speech. Alan M. Monroe. Chicago. 
Seott, Foresman and Company. 1935. Pp. xviii-410. $2.00. 

A good practical text for college classes. It has an ample supply 
of well selected illust:ations. It was planned and written by a man 
who knew the needs cf college classes. 





